To:  Press[Press@epa.gov];  cmacpherson@sjbhd.org[cmacpherson@sjbhd.org]; 

cninde@sjbhd.org[cninde@sjbhd.org] 

From:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Sent:  Sat  8/15/2015  11:16:02  PM 

Subject:  Fw:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

Forwarding  questions  from  reporter 


From:  Woodfill,  David  <dwoodfill@12NEWS.COM> 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  15,  2015  1:12  PM 
To:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Subject:  RE:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 
Mr.  Higuchi; 

Here  are  my  questions: 

1.  Did  the  EPA  determine  that  there  were  any  measurable  increases  in  the  concentrations  of  the  24 
metals  tested  for,  including  arsenic,  cadmium,  lead  and  mercury. 

2.  If  so,  how  much  did  each  increase  since  before  the  contamination? 

3.  Did  EPA  officials  find  that  any  of  the  24  metals  tested  exceeded  concentration  limitations  set  by  the 
federal  government? 

4.  If  so,  do  the  concentrations  pose  any  health  risk  to  people,  animals  or  livestock  that  come  into  contact 
with  the  water? 

5.  In  layman's  terms,  should  the  public  be  concerned  about  the  metal  concentrations  detected  in  these 
tests? 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 

David  Woodfill 
KPNX 

602-444-1212 
— Original  Message — 

From:  Higuchi,  Dean  [mailto:Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov] 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  15,  2015  3:16  PM 
To:  Woodfill,  David  <dwoodfill@12NEWS.COM> 

Subject:  Re:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 
Will  forward  your  question  up  to  our  folks. 


From:  Woodfill,  David  <dwoodfill@12NEWS.COM> 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  15,  2015  12:10  PM 
To:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Subject:  RE:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 
Good  afternoon; 

Is  there  anyone  who  can  interpret  this  data  for  KPNX? 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 
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David  Woodfill 
Assignment  Editor 
KPNX 

602-444-1212 
— Original  Message — 

From:  Dean  Higuchi  [mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov] 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  15,  2015  2:45  PM 

To:  KPNX-Connect  <KPNX-Connect@12NEWS.COM> 

Subject:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

CONTACT: 

press@epa.gov 

(970)812-3351 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
August  15,  2015 

EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

SHIPROCK,  NEW  MEXICO  - Today,  EPA  has  released  additional  water  quality  data  from  Aug.  7 to  Aug. 
9,  2015,  on  the  San  Juan  River  between  Farmington  and  Shiprock,  New  Mexico.  The  August  7 data  was 
collected  for  baseline  purposes  to  understand  river  conditions  at  the  Hogback  monitoring  location,  prior  to 
the  impact  of  the  upstream  contaminants  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  release. 

To  assess  the  impacts  of  the  release  at  the  Gold  King  Mine,  water  quality  samples  were  collected  at  four 
locations  for  24  metals.  Each  surface  water  sample  was  analyzed  for  metals  including  arsenic,  cadmium, 
lead  and  mercury. 

Due  to  the  highly  variable  conditions  typical  of  this  segment  of  the  river,  additional  testing  will  be 
conducted,  and  we  continue  to  work  closely  with  the  Navajo  Nation  EPA  on  assessing  drinking  water, 
agriculture,  livestock,  and  other  critical  water  needs. 

Water  quality  data  from  Aug.  7 to  Aug.  9,  2015,  on  the  San  Juan  River  between  Farmington  and 
Shiprock,  New  Mexico:  http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/epa-statement-water-quality-data-collected- 
san-juan-river-between-farmington-and 

For  more  information:  http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine 


If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  please  go 
to  http://USEPA.pr- 

optout.com/OptOut.aspx?51 8041  x25802x96238x1x3034507x24000x6&Email=connect%401 2news.com. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  75  Hawthorne  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105  United  States 
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